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INTRODUCTION

This book will transform the way you use Vista. It will be easier, faster
and safer. Achieving this will cost you very little.

My name is Andrew Parkinson. For the last 17 years | have been working on
PCs using the Microsoft Windows operating systems.

| have spent considerable time setting up, tweaking and sorting out Vista
installations for clients large and small. In my opinion a standard Vista
installation is not well thought out and can be dramatically improved. When a
PC manufacturer installs it with their own software things get a lot worse.

| like Vista. Many of the new features work well and really do make life
easier. BUT - there are many quirks and considerable setting up required to
get the most from it.

This is what | will explain in this book. If you spend a little time following what
| have written you will learn in no-nonsense, simple English with plenty of
illustrations;

1 How to easily make critical changes that will transform and simplify
many aspects of Vistads operation

1 How to turn Vista into a system that looks great and you enjoy
working with

1 What additional software to use (mostly at no cost) to enhance and
improve Vista

1 How to ensure your system and information is safe and secure from
the ever increasing threats lurking in cyber-space



| am assuming you have an ADSL connection to the internet and you are

familiar with the basic use of a PC.

| have designed this book to print well but you can click on the blue links in
the PDF file to take you straight to the web sites and downloads |

recommend.

Before we start. To make navigation of files and folders considerably easier
make sure you have the Computer icon (or My Computer as it was called in

Windows XP) on your desktop.

-

/) II! <« Appearance and Personalization » Personalization

File Edit View Tools Help

Tasks

Personalize appearance
Change desktop iconlg

Window Color and Apped
@ Adjust font size (OPP W ) W PP

Fine tune the color and st

B Desktop Icon Settings 5

[7] Recycle Bin
[7] Control Panel

[ Network

If it is not there Right-click on the
desktop and choose Personalize,
then click on Change Desktop
Icons on the left-hand side of the
screen.

In the Desktop Icons panel you
can choose which of the built-in
icons to show on the desktop.

This is where you can add the
Recycle Bin if you accidentally
delete it.

If you miss the Windows XP My Documents folder on the desktop this is

easy to rectify.

What item would you like to create a shortcut for?

This wizard helps you to create shortcuts to local or network programs, files, folders, computers, or
Internet addresses.

T
C:\Users\EBSystems\Documents

Click Next to continue.

Enjoy reading.

Right-click on the desktop and click
New / Shortcut. Type
C:\Users\your user name
\Documents in the new window or
click the Browse button and
navigate to the Documents folder.

Click Next, rename it if you want,
then click Finish.
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1. Update, update, update

As a new Vista user you have:

1 Bought a new PC with Vista pre-installed
1 Finished a clean install of Vista on your existing system

1 Upgraded from another Windows operating system without deleting your
old operating system.

As | mentioned earlier Vista gave the distinct impression of being rushed out
with considerable rough edges. The most glaring problem | continually
encountered and received many calls about was the unbelievably long time
it took to copy files. A file that XP would copy in a few seconds would take
minutes in Vista.

In all fairness to Microsoft, the patches came quickly and Vista soon settled
down. We now have the first major update +Service Pack 1.

You really must have
SP1. It addresses
many issues relating
to security,
performance and
reliability. To check if
you have SP1
installed right click
Computer / Properties and see if SP1 is installed under View basic
information about your computer..

This should have installed automatically along with further patches if Vista is
set up accordingly. To check this click on the Start button then Control
Panel / Security / Windows Update. You will now see if your system is up
to date. Click on Change Settings and make sure that Install Updates
Automatically is checked and a time selected when your PC is generally
on.



